IMMEDIATE CONCERNS: White granular solid or powder, odorless. POTENTIAL HEALTH EFFECTS: Eye irritant; no significant hazard in industrial/commercial applications.
COMMENTS:
(See Section 11, Toxicological Information) 
FIRST AID MEASURES EYES:

INHALATION:
Remove to fresh air. If breathing difficulty or discomfort occurs and persists, obtain medical attention.
NOTES TO MEDICAL DOCTOR:
Lithium carbonate has low toxicity and may produce moderate irritation. Treatment is symptomatic and supportive. 
FIRE FIGHTING MEASURES
EXPOSURE CONTROLS / PERSONAL PROTECTION ENGINEERING CONTROLS:
Use local exhaust ventilation to keep airborne concentrations below exposure limits. therapeutic applications where relatively large doses are taken orally by medically supervised patients.
Lithium carbonate is used therapeutically at 500-2000 mg/day oral doses for specific mental disorders. Therapeutic effects occur at blood levels of 2.8 -8.3 mg of lithium per liter. Minimal signs of toxicity may also occur at these therapeutic levels and involve primarily gastrointestinal upset. Increased dosage can produce tremors, drowsiness and unsteady gait. Signs of toxicity resolve rapidly on cessation of treatment. Prolonged treatment at toxic levels result in dehydration, kidney damage, weight loss and thyroid disturbances.
Some studies of pregnant mice and rats were associated with birth defects but only at dose levels large enough to produce signs of severe maternal toxicity. Although data from the 1970's and 1980's suggested an increase in cardiovascular defects in babies born in women on lithium carbonate therapy, more recent studies have not found any association between lithium exposure and birth defects. Women receiving therapeutic lithium carbonate treatment at the time of confinement have the potential for delivery of a fetus with poor muscle tone, slowed heart rate and cyanosis. Full recovery usually occurs within 2-10 days postpartum. Therapeutic and greater levels of lithium may pose a risk to the conceptus and potential benefits to the mother are weighed carefully in clinical situations.
Exposure to lithium in industrial settings is not considered to pose a risk to human health. NIOSH studied 25 workers exposed to lithium-containing dust at air concentrations exceeding 10 mg/m³ (nuisance dust limit) and found that typical industrial exposure to lithium will not result in blood levels sufficiently high to produce toxicity in either adults or their offspring. [ 
ECOLOGICAL INFORMATION ECOTOXICOLOGICAL INFORMATION:
Lithium carbonate is expected to be moderately toxic to aquatic invertebrates and freshwater fish. This information must be included in all MSDS's that are copied and distributed for this material. 
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